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On Saturday, September 
19th, starting at 9:00am, the first 
IFOA Woods Day was held in Bon-
ner County, co-sponsored by IFOA 
and the Idaho Department of Lands 
(IDL) at the D’Aoust Family Tree 
Farm near Clark Fork, Idaho.  
Many thanks go to IFOA long-time 
members, Susan, Brian, and Renee 
D’Aoust for being such gracious 
hosts for this event.  Forest Capital 
hosted part of this event on their ad-
jacent forest lands. 

For this first-ever IFOA 
event, there were approximately 60 

participants, mostly from Bonner 
County, but some from Kootenai 
County and Boundary County as 
well.  The intent of this occasion was 
to give private forest landowners the 
opportunity to gather and to learn 
more about the beautiful Idaho for-
ests which they own.  The weather 
was very accommodating, being a 
typical dry autumn day.  Mark 
Havel from Willamina, Oregon was 
IFOA’s special guest.  Mark has cre-
ated a character named Forest Dan 
and he spends many weekends a 
year promoting good forest steward-
ship throughout the Northwest.  It 
was a true privilege to have Forest 
Dan help us with this first IFOA 
“Woods Day”. 

The Day consisted of five ses-
sions repeated concurrently.  Each 
participant had time to attend three 
of the five sessions throughout the 
day.  Each session ran 50 minutes 
and focused on one aspect of forest 
management. 

Bill Love and Ara Andrea 
from the IDL lead a session which 
discussed the details of the Idaho 
Forest Practices Act.  Their focus 
was on streamside management 
zones and slash abatement concerns.  
Their groups looked at a segment of 
Mosquito Creek and visited a timber 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Mike has spent almost his 
entire life in Idaho’s Panhandle.  
He was born in Minnesota but 
moved to Post Falls with his par-
ents at the age of two when his 
dad was looking for work in the 
timber and mining industries.  
Mike attended grade school and 
high school in Post Falls, and 
then went to North Idaho Col-
lege (NIC) in Coeur d’Alene.  He 
and his wife, Loretta, now live on 
a small wooded acreage near 
Post Falls with the youngest of 
their four children, Kyle, still at 
home while attending NIC. They 
have three other children and 8 
grandchildren. 

Mike was brought up in 
the outdoors with northern 
Idaho being his playground.  
Hunting, camping and fishing 
were activities he gravitated to 
and they were common pastimes 
for his family and friends.  Mike 
knew that someday he needed to 
find a job that kept him out 
among the wonders of nature for 
much of the time.  It was a natu-
ral fit for him to attend NIC and 
earn an Associate degree in for-
estry.  With this training behind 
him, Mike then worked for the 
Forest Service for nine years in 

fire management and silviculture 
at two different Panhandle loca-
tions.  After this federal experi-
ence, he worked 5 additional 
years with private forestry con-
sultants to hone his skills in the 
type of work he was hoping to 
make his living at.  In 1995 that 
dream came true when Mike 
started his consulting firm, 
Northern Forest Resources, a 
business that he continues with 
today. 

About the same time that 
Mike’s business dream became 
reality, opportunities occurred 
for him to own forest land.  Sev-
eral forested parcels became 
available in the Panhandle and 
he was able to purchase 45 acres 
on which he could apply his 
management philosophies.  Mike 
believes that land should always 
be left in better condition than 
when it is purchased—that we 
are merely stewards passing it 
along to the next generation.  To 
this end, he has planted tree 
seedlings of larch and white pine 
to restore a species mix that had 
been altered by diseases and past 
logging activities.  He has re-
moved dead and dying trees 
from his forest to keep the stand 

healthy and properly thinned so 
that disease, insects and wildfire 
are minimized.  Mike has real-
ized enough revenue from his 
harvests to help him achieve his 
goals of protecting and improv-
ing his water, wildlife, and soil 
resource.  He also takes pride in 
supplying timber resources that 
are so important to our local and 
national economy. 

Mike has been a member 
of IFOA for years.  He appreci-
ates the many benefits of mem-
bership, but especially the Fam-
ily Forest Owner’s Conference in 
Moscow in March each year.  He 
says he knows of no other venue 
for getting so much current in-
formation about our industry.  
He also appreciates the contacts 
he makes with other forest own-
ers and the information sharing 
that occurs. 

Mike has another dream 
that he and his son Kyle, who is 
studying forestry at NIC, can 
work together in forestry con-
sulting.  If Mike can pass on his 
philosophy of managing forests 
for the future and looking at our-
selves as caretakers along the 
way, following generations will 
be well served. 

by Tom Leege 
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Each year three or four of the IFOA Director three-year terms expire at the An-
nual Meeting in March.  Nominations are now open for any “Active” category 
(forest-owning) IFOA member to run for election to the position of Director.  If 
you wish to nominate a candidate or to be nominated, please contact the Nominat-
ing Committee chair by December 7, 2009.  Just call (208) 683-3168 with your 
nominations or questions. 
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The IFOA Board of Directors recently formulated Operating Procedures for each of the Asso-
ciation’s standing committees.  As provided in the IFOA Bylaws, the President appointed current com-
mittee chairs as follows 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE, 1 year term: 
Chair Kirk David, Janet Benoit member volunteer 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, 1 year term: 
Chair Jim Nichols, Oscar Baumhoff member volunteer 

and current committee chairs and member volunteers as follows 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE, 3 year terms: 
Janet Benoit-2009, Chair Madeline David-2010, Jim Thornes-2011 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, 1 year terms: 
Chair Tom Leege, Steve Cuvala, Jim Thornes 
 

Additional membership on these committees is open at any time to all IFOA members in good 
standing (dues paid).  New committee members and new ideas are needed constantly, so don’t be shy, 
get active in your IFOA today!  IFOA encourages members interested in contributing ideas and/or as-
sistance to the performance of these very vital functions to contact IFOA at 
info@idahoforestowners.org or PO Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83816-1257. 
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The Idaho Forest Stewardship Advisory Committee (IFSAC) met on September 23, 2009 in 
Coeur d’Alene and reviewed a number of topics of concern to family forest owners within the scope of 
the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) Bureau of Forestry Assistance (BFA).  Among them were the 
Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) and Forest Legacy Program (FLP) reviews from the US Forest Ser-
vice, State & Private Forestry (S&PF) and Idaho’s State budget outlook. 

 

Yearly accomplishments for Landowner Forest Stewardship Plan (LFSP) creation and Forest 
Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) cost-share practices were reviewed.  Rankings of the 2009 and 
2010 FLP projects were discussed.  2008 Farm Bill changes for the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) programs such as Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP), and the new Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) were explained along 
with plans for a cross-program Forest Management Plan (FMP) template. 

 

2009 statistics of the Forest Practices Act (FPA) notifications and IDL’s internal audit of Class II 
Stream Protection Zones (SPZ) were presented.  A report on the University of Idaho Extension Forestry 
“Strengthening Forest Stewardship Skills” and “Master Forest Stewards” programs was received. 

 

2009 S&PF competitive grants received and awarded ARRA stimulus grants were listed.  The 
mandated Statewide Assessment of Forest Resources (SAFR) State Response Plan/Resource Strategy 
was explained.  The result of a county timber exemption appeal was explained, and a new Idaho Tree 
Farm member was recognized.  The nominating committee reported and Committee officers were in-
stalled.  IFOA member Oscar Baumhoff continues as IFSAC Chair for 2010. 

 

IFSAC needs more family forest owner representation.  Any IFOA member with a penchant for 
alphabet soup is encouraged to contact Oscar.  The full record of IFSAC minutes can be found on the 
IDL website at: 
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Size IFOA Member Nonmember 
CARD $8.50 $12.50 

1/4 page 18.00 25.00 
1/3 page 26.50 33.00 
1/2 page 35.00 52.00 
Full page 69.50 96.00 

IFOA NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 

 
Forestry Shortcourse 

Rathdrum, Thursdays, 
11/5/09-12/17/09 

 
IFOA Board Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 11/10/09 
 

Forest Tax Conference 
Spokane, WA, Tuesday, 12/1/09 

 
IFOA Board Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 12/8/09 
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Current Topics in Forest Health 

Orofino, Thursday, 12/10/09 
 

Current Topics in Forest Health 
Coeur d’Alene, Friday, 12/11/09 

 
IFOA Board Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 1/12/10 
 

Idaho Tree Farm Committee Meeting 
Coeur d’Alene, Thursday, 1/21/10 

 

 
Family Foresters Workshop 

Spokane Valley, Friday, 1/22/10 
 

IFOA Board Meeting 
Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 2/9/10 

 
An Introduction to Conservation Easements 
Coeur d’Alene, Thursday, 2/11/10 

 
An Introduction to Conservation Easements 

Plummer, Friday, 2/12/10 
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IFOA has 268 paid members for 2009, which is a decrease of 7 members from 2008.  There have been 13 
new members for 2009.  So far there are 28 non-renewals for 2009.  An inquiry was sent to find reasons 
for not renewing.  So far 4 post cards out of 46 have been returned. 
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Al and Caroline Farnsworth, long-term friends and supporters of IFOA, have partnered with 
The Vital Ground Foundation (Missoula, MT) to propose protection for six properties totaling 4,117 
acres.  The properties are held as Xmas Hills, L.P. and are situated in three northern Idaho counties.  
They have been managed for timber and recreation under the Farnsworth’s ownership.  Al is a true 
American hero.  He is a retired Air Force pilot who flew combat missions in World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam.  It is the Farnsworth’s goal to permanently dedicate the properties to timber management, 
recreational use, wildlife habitat improvement and open space.  The lands proposed for the project were 
acquired over the past 50 years.  The conservation of these properties under a Forest Legacy Conserva-
tion Easement will protect habitat for federally listed and sensitive wildlife species including grizzly 
bear, Canada lynx, gray wolf, wolverine, fisher, and peregrine falcon.  The project will also enhance 
protection for watersheds augmenting the Moyie River, Kootenai River, Saint Joe River, and Clark 
Fork River, and will directly affect water quality and habi tat for several federally listed fish species, in-
cluding bull trout, burbot, and white sturgeon. 

The Farnsworths have demonstrated sustainable forest 
management for nearly half a century.  All Xmas Hills par-
cels are third-party certified by the American Tree Farm 
System.  The Farnsworths were honored as the 1984 Idaho 
Tree Farmers of the Year and the 1985 Western Region Tree 
Farmers of the year by the American Tree Farm System, rec-
ognizing commitments to wildlife habitat, watersheds, soils, 
and wood production for America.  The six parcels contain 
over 21 million board feet of merchantable timber.  Forest 
management over the decades has helped support hundreds 
of loggers, forest laborers, mill workers and local economies. 

The Farnsworth’s Northern Idaho Timber Communities 
proposal will be ranked against other Forest Legacy projects 
within the State of Idaho and then will be elevated to the na-
tional arena for ranking against projects throughout the 50 
states.  If they rank highly, as we think they will, funding to 
support the Farnsworth conservation easement will occur in 
2011.  We all hope the best for Al and Caroline Farnsworth. 

Supporting parties include: American Wildlands, Bon-
ner County Commissioners, Boundary County Commission-
ers, Clark Fork Pend Oreille Conservancy, Clifty View Nurs-
ery, Forest Capital Partners, Heart of the Rockies Initiative, 
Idaho Fish and Game Department, Idaho Forest Owners As-

sociation, Idaho Panhandle National Forest, IGBC Selkirk/Cabinet�Yaak Grizzly Bear Subcommittee, 
Inland Forest Management, Inland Northwest Land Trust, Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative , Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service, Palouse Land Trust, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, US Fish & 
Wildlife Service: Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, US Representative Walt Minnick, US Senator 
Mike Crapo and Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative. 

by Edward Warner, Idaho Forest Legacy Program Manager 
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AL  & CAROLINE  FARNSWORTH  RECEIVING  A 
PLAQUE  FROM  IFOA FOR THEIR  MANY  YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO IFOA AND CONTRIBUTION  TO OUT-

STANDING FOREST MANAGEMENT  IN  IDAHO  
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On a crystal blue-sky Saturday in September the Idaho Tree Farm® Program held its annual 

field trip.  Idaho Tree Farmers from Ada to Kootenai counties reveled in the perfect late-summer 
weather while touring working forests near Cascade and McCall.  The featured host for the morning 
was Idaho Lt. Governor Brad Little, honored by the Idaho Tree Farm Program as the 2009 Outstanding 
Tree Farmer of the Year.  Mr. Little’s management activities range from past timber harvests and tree 
plantings to more recent pre-commercial thinning, hazardous fuel reduction and fire breaks.  Tour par-
ticipants explored the beauty of the Little family’s forested acreage while discussing carbon sequestra-
tion opportunities and local biomass fuel production efforts. 

Attendees included State Senator Lee Heinrich, State Representative Paul Shepherd, Valley 
County Commissioner Gordon Cruickshank, Senator Jim Risch’s Natural Resource Director Mike 
Roach, State Tax Commission Forester Rod Brevig, Southern Idaho Timber Protective Association 
Chief Fire Warden Mark Woods, several consulting foresters, Tree Farm Inspecting Foresters, Tree 
Farm landowners, as well as representatives from the Idaho Department of Lands and the University of 
Idaho. 

Tour participants lunched at the UI-Payette Lake campus and participated in discussions of the 
McCall Outdoor Science School, current stimulus package funds intended for renewable natural re-
source projects, and recent Farm Bill-related opportunities for forest owners. 

The afternoon was hosted by Dr. Herald Nokes, Idaho Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year in 
1980.  Dr. Nokes has placed a conservation easement on his forestland adjacent to McCall and Little 
Payette Lake so it can remain perpetually intact as a working forest and be utilized by University of 
Idaho forestry instructors and students as a research forest. 

For more information on the Idaho Tree Farm Program, visit www.idahotreefarm.org, email 
admin@idahotreefarm.org, or call (208) 667-4641.  

by G. Kirk David, Idaho Tree Farm Program Chair 2009 

$!	%��&����	
!�
��'�����	����������%��(�	��)�	!���� �
��*+,,-.����
!������*/--0.��1��	
!�2�3���*/-4,.��
	
!���"3���5	���6

�
����%�*+,,7.��	�%���!�	���%��	 

�	
�$!	%��'�����	��������	�����
!�!	���

� � � � � 4 � 2 � � � � � � � � � $ �$ 3 � � 
 � � � �




 + 0 � �'�

&������"�(	"����
����)�
��&������"�(	"����
����)�
��&������"�(	"����
����)�
��&������"�(	"����
����)�
��� ���
��
���"�(���������������)	�'
��
��
���"�(���������������)	�'
��
��
���"�(���������������)	�'
��
��
���"�(���������������)	�'
��
�

INTERIM COMMITTEE CONCEPT PAPER—November 2, 2009 
 The Idaho Legislature Natural Resources Interim Committee convened July 31st.  The agenda 
devoted much of the day to House Concurrent Resolution 18 (HCR 18), requesting that the Interim 
Committee “gather information from interested groups and existing resources regarding the extent of 
conversion of working forests, ranches and farms to other uses”. 
 The Committee heard information regarding land conversion, economic contribution of working 
lands, financial impacts of land use conversion, wildlife habitat considerations, and examples of public 
policies adopted by other states to retain working lands. 

 
Planning Ahead 

 The current lull in the economy gives the State the opportunity to plan for expected future 
growth.  While the budget climate makes state funding for working lands conservation unlikely in 2010, 
we propose creating an unfunded conservation trust account to help maintain Idaho’s working lands 
and wildlife habitat.  The 2010 Legislature can pass enabling legislation to create this trust account. 

 
Enabling Legislation Characteristics 

 The proposed enabling legislation would create a State Trust Account dedicated to conservation 
of working lands and wildlife habitat.  The account could receive contributions from private, local, fed-
eral, and eventually, state sources.  The enabling legislation would be designed to provide voluntary 
market incentives to landowners to prevent loss of working forests, ranches, and farms.  It could also 
provide incentives to improve stewardship of natural resources and recreational access on private work-
ing lands.  We propose working with the executive and legislative branches to determine the best agency 
to house the trust account and draft administrative rules. 

 
Trust Account Advisory Committee 

 The legislation would create a trust account advisory committee comprised of agency representa-
tives and stakeholders from forestry, agriculture, ranching, conservation and sporting groups.  The 
committee would oversee account operations to ensure the best possible use of contributions.  The com-
mittee would be responsible for ensuring openness and accountability of the trust account.  Committee 
members would also develop a needs assessment to define the nature and scale of loss of working lands 
and develop a strategic plan to secure future funding sources and use trust account contributions. 

 
Benefits 

 Creating the fund would set a clear policy direction for the State to help safeguard Idaho’s cul-
tural, economic, and natural heritage for future generations, without impacting the budget.  It would do 
something positive on an issue voters clearly care about, in a time of difficult budget decisions.  And it 
would provide the opportunity to develop guiding principles, funding priorities, and operating proce-
dures for the trust account. 

 
Future Funding 

 We believe an Idaho working lands and wildlife conservation trust account would attract contri-
butions from a variety of sources.  Private individuals, corporations, and foundations could make con-
tributions that leverage federal funds.  Settlements and mitigation dollars could also flow through the 
account.  And at some point in the future, the legislature could designate general funds or a revenue 
stream for the account. 
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The Senate Environment 
and Public Works (EPW) Com-
mittee is considering legislation 
intended to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.  As a member of 
the EPW Committee, I have con-
cerns with S. 1733, the Clean En-
ergy Jobs and American Power 
Act, introduced by EPW Com-
mittee Chair Barbara Boxer (D-
California) and Senator John 
Kerry (D-Massachusetts).  As 
written, this legislation could re-
sult in tax hikes and cost in-
creases for consumers and indus-
try that would, on balance, fall 
far short of the benefits it could 
have on climate change.  This 
legislation should incentivize and 
broaden our national energy 
portfolio in a way that does not 
come at the expense of our econ-
omy.  Prioritizing the growth of 
carbon-free energy sources 
should continue.  But, increasing 
the commitment to nuclear 
power production through incen-
tives and loan guarantees could 
result in the largest reduction in 
greenhouse gases sought under 
the legislation. 

As Co-chair of the Senate 
Renewables and Energy Effi-
ciency Caucus, I am a strong ad-
vocate for wind, solar and geo-
thermal energy, but we need 
more nuclear incentives.  The 
bill’s own language notes that 
nuclear power is the largest pro-
vider of clean, low-carbon elec-
tricity, almost eight times larger 
than all renewable power com-
bined, excluding hydroelectric 
power.  Instead of just reporting 
the benefits of nuclear power, we 

need a robust incentive program 
including loan guarantees and 
new efforts to address regulatory 
burdens and delays in nuclear 
power production. 

Our country is far too de-
pendent on petroleum, especially 
from foreign sources.  This situa-
tion creates a threat to our na-
tional security and our economy.  
We need to increase domestic 
production of petroleum while 
we build a bridge to a strong na-
tional energy policy that allows 
us to become more diversified. 

Developing national poli-
cies on energy and the environ-
ment does not have to come at 
the expense of American taxpay-
ers and consumers, and I am 
concerned that the cap and trade 
provisions in the legislation 
would damage an already-
struggling economy.  Some stud-
ies show that he bill has the po-
tential to eliminate more than 
7,000 jobs in Idaho alone. 

This bill hits all Ameri-
cans right in their wallets, at a 
time when we can’t afford more 
economic problems.  This legisla-
tion would promote more than 
$3 trillion in new taxes on gaso-
line and energy.  In addition, 
Idaho’s schools, universities and 
hospitals could see 20% in-
creases in their energy costs by 
the year 2030 under this plan. 

It is my hope that you will 
benefit from being aware of 
changes in legislation of concern 
to you.  Please visit the Issues 
and Legislation section of my 
website for information that ad-
dresses many issues important to 

all of us.  As always, I highly 
value the opinions and concerns 
of my fellow Idahoans.  With 
that in mind, we continue to 
work to improve my website.  
Any comments, suggestions, or 
concerns that you have should be 
sent to me through the E-mail 
Me section on my website.  Also, 
let me know if there are issues 
that you would like me to ad-
dress. 
 

PROTECTING IDAHO'S 
WATER SOVEREIGNTY 

 

Since the Clean Water 
Act was passed in 1972, there has 
been ongoing debate over the 
federal government’s jurisdic-
tion and regulatory authority to 
enforce America’s clean water 
laws.  Some argue that the Clean 
Water Act gives the federal gov-
ernment virtually limitless au-
thority over our waters, while 
others, including myself, have 
held that there are limits to how 
far the federal government may 
go.  It is incumbent on those of 
us who make the laws to ensure 
that they are being interpreted 
and enforced properly, and I 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to address that responsibil-
ity in the context of the Clean 
Water Act. 

Under the Clean Water 
Act, the federal government has 
taken an increasingly expansive 
view of the law and its powers 
under the Act.  In 2001 and 2006, 
the Supreme Court restored the 
rightful balance under the Act 

(Continued on page 9) 
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sale unit harvested last winter on Forest Capital land. 
Mark Havel presented a small-scale harvesting workshop where he demonstrated proper tech-

niques for use of small-scale logging equipment.  Mark was busy for the day working in a 30-year old, 
overstocked white pine stand owned by Forest Capital.  His enthusiasm and talented abilities always 
make for an enjoyable experience.  Mark also gave a Safe Tree Falling demonstration at the end of the 
day. 

Mike Wolcott from Inland Forest Management (IFM), a consulting firm headquartered in Sand-
point, discussed marketing, harvesting, and measuring of forest products.  Mike explained the details of 
getting the most value from your trees when they are harvested and sold.  Mike was ably assisted by 
IFM forester Lee Andrews. 

Tom Eckberg, also from the IDL, directed a short course on insects and diseases that dwell in our 
Idaho forests.  Tom conducted a woods walk looking at forest health problems such as white pine blister 
rust and Scolytus beetle damage on grand fir. 

Jared “Monk” France and Patrick “Patriot” Conway, foresters from Fo rest Capital, presented 
an informative session focused on reforestation and pre-commercial thinning.  They discussed such top-
ics as tree species, stocking control, site preparation, planting, and labor costs.  This session was also 
held on Forest Capital forestland. 

The day formally ended at 2:00pm, but many people stayed much later to visit with the session 
leaders and other participants.  Many thanks are due to all the volunteers that worked behind the scene 
to make this event happen.  Over the winter months IFOA will discuss a similar event for 2010.  This 
first event was a good learning experience.  Part of IFOA’s mission is to educate Idaho landowners to 
better understand their forestland and to help landowners become better stewards.  Evaluation reports 
showed the majority of the Woods Day participants and organizers considered this event a success. 

by Kennon McClintock 

(Continued from page 1) 
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between the federal government and the states and private landowners.  Unfortunately, it did not end 
there. 

In June of 2009, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works, on which I serve, 
passed the Clean Water Restoration Act, which would allow for government regulation of virtually all 
interstate and intrastate waters and their tributaries.  I spoke out against the bill due to the significant 
expansion of the power of the federal government over Idaho's (and other states’) waters.  Though it 
passed in Committee, I placed a “hold” on the bill, which indicates my willingness to filibuster this legis-
lation if it were to ever be brought up for consideration on the floor of the Senate. 

On October 15, 2009, the EPA released “The Clean Water Act Enforcement Action Plan,” which 
claims that states are falling behind in meeting the requirements of the Clean Water Act.  It proposes 
increased federal oversight and enforcement of the law at the state level, and many states are now con-
cerned that EPA is laying the groundwork to revoke the authority of some states to enforce the Clean 
Water Act.  Stripping states of their authorities under the Act tramples on state and private property 
rights and will simply add more responsibilities to an overextended federal government. 

By threatening to expand the reach of the federal government beyond its proper role, we 
threaten state sovereignty and private property rights.  I know that Idahoans are best equipped to make 
decisions about Idaho waters, not a bureaucrat in Washington, D.C.  I will continue to fight for Idaho’s 
water sovereignty. 

by Idaho Senator Mike Crapo 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The 16th Annual National Tree Farmer Convention was held in Washington, D.C. The conven-

tion site was the L'Enfant Plaza Hotel, only a few blocks from the Smithsonian, the Capitol, National 
Art Gallery, and other sites near the National Mall.  With the Metro (subway) station underneath the 
hotel, travel was relatively easy for those desiring to use it. 

This years’ convention was attended by over 250 Tree Farmers and associates.  While not a re-
cord breaker like Portland #2, it was well attended and I believe informative and noteworthy.  Idaho 
delegates were my wife Peggy and I from Saint Maries and John and Pat Mandzak from Lewiston. 

The focus of this year’s convention was “Growing Policy for Your Woodlands”.  It was the intent 
of the national sponsor, American Forest Foundation (AFF) staff, to give Tree Farmers a chance to visit 
their congressional representatives and discuss issues and upcoming bills that impact family forest land-
owners.  Through a tremendous effort by Rita Neznek, Vice President of Public Affairs for the AFF, the 
national staff set up appointments for Tree Farmers from 38 states to meet with their Senators and Rep-
resentatives or staff aides.  Over 150 Tree Farmers met with over 170 members of Congress, which is 
over 30% of the U.S. Congress.  Bills affecting policy on renewable energy, forest biomass, estate plan-
ning, environmental education, and potential markets for the carbon stored in your forest were dis-
cussed.  Briefing papers, handouts, meetings, and speakers gave us a good background for discussing 
those or other issues of our choice.  While I did meet with Senator Risch and Representative Minnick 
briefly, the majority of each 20 minute meeting was spent speaking to the aides of the Congressman.  
Senator Crapo sent his regrets, because he was on the floor of the Senate at the time of our meeting, but 
his aides were extremely attentive.  The Senator did follow up with a letter saying he was glad to hear 
there was Idaho support for the “Carbon Bill” (S1576) he would review. 

The take home message was that there is a lot happening on the political front for the family for-
est owner/Tree Farmer.  IFOA does a great job of keeping abreast of state and national issues, but it’s 
hard to keep on top of it all.  If you are interested, go to the AFF website: www.familyforestaction.org/
forestfoundation/issues/bills/ and click on “Current Legislation”.  I left each group I met with a copy of 
the IFOA policy statements, the latest IFOA Newsletter, and the news release about Lt. Governor Brad 
Little’s award as Idaho’s 2009 Tree Farmer of the Year. 

While the “Trip to the Hill” visits did take the place of the field day which most of us enjoy so 
much, the convention still offered it’s optional field trips, speakers, general sessions, concurrent sessions, 
receptions, and awards banquet. 

The Cuvalas and the Mandzaks went to Mt. Vernon for the day, had a wonderful tour and lunch, 
and witnessed reenactments staged by professional actors.  President Washington and Martha were 
truly amazing people of their time.  Mt. Vernon is well worth a visit.  We also attended a night tour of 
the Capitol and its monuments.  It was actually a preferred way to tour the sites since it’s less crowded 
(but still popular) and far less humid at night.  The World War II, Korean War, Lincoln and Jefferson 
Memorials, as well as the Capitol and other buildings, were extraordinary when lit up at night.  The 
tour guide was extremely knowledgeable of history, making it well worth the tour. 

The Regional Tree Farmer of the Year winners hailed from Georgia, Colorado, New Jersey and 
Indiana.  The National Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year, announced at the banquet, were Earl 
and Wanda Barr of Georgia, a most deserving family.  Information sessions we attended were: Protect-
ing your trees from insect and disease, Tax updates for Tree Farmers, Carbon 101, Engaging your fam-
ily, Succession planning, and the 2008 Farm Bill.  There was a little something for everyone’s taste.  The 
keynote speaker was Tom Martin, new President and CEO of the AFF.  He discussed volunteerism, the 
aging of family forest owners, “Ties to the Land”, passing on your legacy, and political awareness. Con-
gressman Travis Childers of Mississippi, among other things, discussed his bill HR 1986, to keep the es-
tate tax exemption at the current level ($4 million).  He is also a member of “The Bipartisan Congres-

(Continued on page 14) 
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Due to forest practices issues coming forward from forest industries regarding Idaho Forest 

Practices Act (FPA) regulation of operational areas containing Class II streams, IDL designed the 2009 
internal forest practices audit to focus on obtaining information on these Class II Stream Protection 
Zones (SPZs).  The overarching goal of the audit is to get a thorough “snapshot,” both through photos 
and inventories, of what these streamside conditions look like post-harvest and post-burn, especially in 
steep side-sloped, V-shaped drainages.  Audit sub-goals include finding how much of an issue this is 
across the state, looking for consistencies and diversity in how harvesting and burning are implemented 
on the ground, and taking note of harvesting techniques, burning patterns, and other activities that pro-
tected Class II SPZs.  Information from this audit will also be used to initiate conversations about ecol-
ogically based tree-retention needs around Class II streams.  This audit does not result in regulatory ac-
tions.  Audits were conducted on 19 different operational areas, with two sites each containing two au-
dited stream segments, for a total of 21 audited stream segments.  These sites consisted of 7 State land 
sites, 11 private forest industry sites, and 1 family forest owned site, ranging in location from a site near 
Idaho City to sites in Boundary County.  The audit site visits were completed on October 15th, and the 
report is planned to be developed this winter.  When completed, the report will be available on the IDL 
website. 

 
The Idaho Forest Practices Act Advisory Committee (FPAAC), at their last meeting on October 

1st, approved two forest practice rule changes.  The primary intent of Forest Practices Rules 030.03.a 
and 030.07.b is to minimize ground disturbance and prevent sediment delivery that would likely result 
when heavy wheeled or tracked equipment operates on steep slopes, or enters areas in or adjacent to a 
Stream Protection Zone (SPZ).  When these rules were originally promulgated, the activities most likely 
to be occurring in these areas involved the skidding of logs, thus the terminology stated in the rules: 
Ground based skidding shall not be conducted…and, Ground based skidding in or through streams shall 
not be permitted.  In more recent years, newer harvesting technologies have emerged, and the practices 
of slash treatment have diversified, resulting in the use of more feller-bunchers and harvester-
processors for harvesting, as well as the frequent use of excavators for constructing fire lines and piling 
slash.  As a result, to keep the intent of the rules, the FPAAC approved amendments to these two rules.  
Following adoption of these amended rules by the Idaho State Board of Land Commissioners, and legis-
lative review, these two rules will, in part, read as follows: 
 
Rule 030.03.a.: An operation that utilizes ground based equipment shall not be conducted if it will cause 
rutting, deep soil disturbance, or accelerated erosion.  On slopes exceeding 45% gradient and which are 
immediately adjacent to a Class I or II stream, ground based equipment shall not be used except with an 
approved variance.  Where slopes in the area to be logged exceed 45% gradient, the operator, land 
owner or timber owner shall notify the department of these steep slopes upon filing the notification… 
 
Rule 030.07.b.: Operations that utilize ground based equipment that result in logs being skidded or for-
warded in or through streams shall not be permitted.  When streams must be crossed, adequate temporary 
structures to carry stream flow shall be installed.  Cross the stream at right angles to its channel if at all 
possible.  Construction of hydraulic structures in stream channels is regulated by the Stream Protection 
Act….Remove all temporary crossings immediately after use and, where applicable, water bar the ends 
of the skid trails. 

by Ara Andrea, IDL Service & Regulatory Programs Manager 
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The November 5, 2009 meeting of the Idaho Board of Scaling Practices (ISBP) highlighted the 

precarious financial position that the Idaho Scaler licensing program is in.  As the facts stand, the Scaler 
licensing and Check Scale program can only be maintained through this fiscal year ending June 30, 
2010.  At that point in time, the financial reserves will be exhausted. 

 
Some 95% of the IBSP revenue stream is dependent on scaled timber 

harvest volume and the scaled volume assessment rate.  Approximately 5% of 
revenue comes from license and log brand fees, prize log sales and other small 
miscellaneous items.  Any additional funding requirements are met by a 
drawdown of a reserve account.  Harvest volume for the 2008/2009 fiscal year 
was approximately 700 MMBF, down some 30% from the prior years.  The 
2009/2010 projection is for 670 MMBF (at best) of scaled volume, resulting in 
the current heavy drawdown from the reserve account.  IBSP staffing level 
has been cut in half in recent years, down to two full time Check Scaler posi-
tions, one of which is responsible for Board administrative duties, reports, 
etc., which accounts for 25% of a staff year. 

 
There were basically two viable choices for Board consideration.  The first would be to increase 

the statutory assessment rate by going through the legislative process in the 2010 session.  The second 
would be to adjust staffing levels, i.e., furloughing of employees, or some combination of the two.  The 

statutory assessment rate of 20 cents per thousand 
board feet has not been changed since 1987.  Consider-
ing inflation, the 1987 20 cents equates to 38 cents in 
2009 dollars.  Slightly less than 30 cents (27 cents) is 
needed to maintain IBSP activities. 
The other not so desirable option is the furlough of at 
least one employee and the curtailment of an aggressive 
check scale program.  Check Scaler participation in 
outside activities such as U of I Extension programs and 
other public informational events will be suspended. 

 
The IBSP Board was unable to reach an agreement on the best course of action, so plans to meet 

once again in December.  The bottom line is that the industrial timber sector is steadfastly against any 
increase to the current 20 cent per thousand assessment rate.  Since an increase in funding to 27 cents is 
essential to the viability of the Idaho Scaler licensing program, it appears that any additional assessment 
would be at the expense of timber sellers.  We as family forest owners benefit immensely from Scaler 
licensing and IBSP check scales.  An increased assessment of less than one dollar per load of logs (17 
cents x 4 or 5 MBF, or about 75 cents average) is a sellers’ bargain, and that was my recommendation to 
the Board.  The problem is - we are not the only sellers out there: the multi-thousand acre owners may 
not concur. 

 
What escapes logic in all of the discussions to date, is why the industrial sector doesn't just factor 

an additional scaling assessment into the price paid for logs (as if that isn't already the case for the cur-
rent assessment and operating costs in general).  So as a seller in the current market, we would get paid 
$274.83 per thousand rather than $275 – an insignificant difference all around. 

by Larry Stewart 
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Note that these figures represent prices paid by competitive domestic facilities in the Inland Northwest, as of October 21(*), and 
are based on average-sized logs and standard log lengths—usually 16’6” and 33’. 

 
The log market has remained fairly constant over the last few months.  Log/pulp buyers are not antici-
pating any significant changes in the near future, with the exception of cedar.  Due to a softening of the 
cedar lumber market and the closing of Welco (Naples cedar mill), cedar prices are expected to fall. 
 

This information is provided by Inland Forest Management, Inc., a forestry consulting company.  For additional information 
they can be contacted at 208-263-9420, IFM@inlandforest.com or www.inlandforest.com. 

 

by Mike Wolcott, ACF, Certified Forester, Inland Forest Management, Inc. 
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“Working for the Landowner.” 

 

��� Timber Cruising & Appraisals 
��� Timber Sales 
��  
 

INLAND FOREST MANAGEMENT, INC. 
 

(208) 263-9420 
 

Mike Wolcott �  Dick Bradetich, Owners 
 

www.inlandforest.com 
 
 

 

� Insect and Disease Management 
� “ Fire Safe” Management 
 

Species October 2009* August 2009 

Douglas-fir/western larch $275 - $300 $275 - $295 

Grand fir/western hemlock $275 - $300 $275 - $295 

Ponderosa pine $205 (6-7”) - $365 (12”+) $225 (6-7”) - $300 (12”+) 

Lodgepole pine $275 - $300 $275 - $295 

Western white pine $250 - $295 $250 - $385 

Western red cedar $465 - $600 $440 -$575 

Pulp $25 - $32 $20 - $34 
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September 8, 2009 

1) The monthly meeting was 
held at Steve and Janet Funk’s 
Edge Creek Tree Farm.  There 
was a tour starting at 3:30pm, fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner at 
5:30pm. 
2) Autumn Newsletter arti-
cles were discussed. 
3) The next Idaho Board of 
Scaling Practices meeting is in De-
cember.  Harvest on private lands 
is down 34% from last year, caus-
ing a funding problem for the 
Board. 
4) Operating Procedures for 
the four standing committees 
(Bylaws, Legislative, Nominating, 
and Membership) were discussed. 
5)  Last minute details are 
being addressed on the upcoming 
Bonner County Woods Day.  
Overall, IFOA is ready for this 
event. 
6) Kennon discussed his trip 
to Heppner, Oregon to look at a 
pilot biofuels project where wood 
waste is turned into bio-oil by 
“fast pyrolysis”. 
 

October 13, 2009 
1) The monthly meeting was 
held at the Forest Capital office in 
Coeur d’Alene. 

August 11, 2009 
1) The monthly meeting was 
held at Kennon and Jodie 
McClintock’s Tree Farm.  There 
was a tour starting at 3:30pm, fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner at 
5:30pm. 
2) The Summer Newsletter is 
“in the mail”. 
3) The Class II Streams field-
trip held in July with Forest Capi-
tal, Potlatch, and the IDL was re-
viewed.  This fieldtrip was very 
helpful in better defining and cali-
brating rules pertaining to 
“streamside management zones” 
along Class II streams. 
4) The September Bonner 
County Woods Day was discussed, 
bringing the Board up-to-date on 
the planning phase for this event.  
Mark Havel from Oregon will be 
attending as IFOA’s special guest. 
5) IFOA Operating Proce-
dures for the four standing com-
mittees were discussed. 
6) Al and Caroline Farns-
worth thanked the IFOA for sup-
port of their “Northern Idaho 
Timber Communities” Forest 
Legacy Program project. 
7) The Conservation Stew-
ardship Program, a part of the 
2008 Farm Bill, was reviewed. 

2) Autumn Newsletter arti-
cles were reviewed.  The deadline 
for submittal is November 1st. 
3) Ara Andrea, IDL Service 
& Regulatory Programs Man-
ager, was in attendance.  She re-
ported on the September 23rd 
Idaho Forest Stewardship Advi-
sory Committee meeting.  IFSAC 
is chaired by IFOA member 
Oscar Baumhoff. 
4) Ms. Andrea also reported 
that the Idaho Forest Practices 
Act Advisory Committee has a 
vacant position for “Interested 
Citizen South”, since the current 
representative is moving out of 
state.  IFOA will send IDL a 
nomination for the appointment 
to fill the position. 
5) The successful Bonner 
County Woods Day was reviewed.  
This was IFOA’s first attempt at 
this kind of event, and a good 
learning experience.  There are 
several items which might be 
changed to improve the Day, if 
IFOA decides to host another 
event in 2010. 
6) President Kyle announced 
his four Standing Committee 
member appointments as re-
quired by the IFOA Bylaws. 

 

by IFOA Secretary Kennon McClintock 

sional Healthy Forest Caucus” of which both Representatives Minnick and Simpson of Idaho are also 
members.  I'm glad to see party lines can be crossed when it comes to some forest issues important to 
Tree Farmers.  Most of us I'm sure would like to pass on our Tree Farms as a “legacy”, not just a 
“memory”. 

Yes, this year’s convention was a little more focused on political issues, but it again provided a 
great opportunity to learn, see a different part of the country, and of course renew friendships and ac-
quaintances with Tree Farmers from across the nation. 

Take note that next year’s convention will be a change from the usual autumn time frame, and 
will be July 13-15 in Burlington, VT.  We hope to see some of you there in 2010. 

 

submitted by Steve Cuvala, Idaho Tree Farm Committee Vice Chair 

(Continued from page 10) 
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...IFOA HAT … ��  �����������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
��    perfect for walks in the woods 
...IFOA T-SHIRT … ��  ����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�    perfect for any occasion! 

...IFOA WORK SHIRT … ��  ������	����������������	����������������	����������������	����������    perfect for working in the woods 

...IFOA SWEATSHIRT …��  ���������������� ��������
������
������
������
�� ������������������������ ������������������������    perfect for keeping warm in the woods 

...IFOA SUSPENDERS… ��  	������	�	������	�	������	�	������	�    perfect for comfort anytime 
green with white lettering, heavy-duty construction, 

clamp-on, adjustable lengths to fit any length (46”-50”-54”) 
 

����	����������	����������	����������	������ �� ...IFOA MEMBERSHIP SIGN …���  
 18” x 24” 

 white with green graphics & black lettering 
 1/8” thick plastic, 6 pre-drilled mounting holes 

 space for family name 
 proudly display this “must have” item! 

 
�  ..PROPERTY BOUNDARY TAGS .. 

3.75” x 3.75” 
bright orange with black lettering & logo 

.024 gauge plastic 
 

SEND ORDERS TO: 
IDAHO FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 1257, COEUR D’ALENE, ID  83816-1257 

3����
�3����
�3����
�3����
� ����������	
�$�����	������	
�$�����	������	
�$�����	������	
�$�����	� ���

IFOA “Ballcap” HATS     number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 

IFOA SUSPENDERS   size 46” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 

      size 50” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 

      size 54” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 

IFOA T-SHIRTS  circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $15.00 ea. = 
 white w/logo 
 

IFOA WORK SHIRTS circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $25.00 ea. = 
 denim w/embroidered logo 
 

IFOA SWEATSHIRTS circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $24.00 ea. = 
 dark green w/printed logo 
 

IFOA MEMBERSHIP SIGNS    number  x $12.00 ea. = 
 

IFOA BOUNDARY TAGS  3/PACK  number  x   $1.00 ea. = 
 

     25/PACK  number  x   $8.00 ea. = 
 

     50/PACK  number  x $15.00 ea. = 
 

     100/PACK  number  x $30.00 ea. = 
 

     (after 11/15/2009) Shipping & Handling       $4.00/Order = 
               TOTAL $ = 
 

Make checks payable to-Idaho Forest Owners Association-and send to: ���������	
���
�����
�����������������������
��  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$4.00 
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